
HOW IT WORKS
1. Complete five or more activities in this 

Like to Hike log. Trail maps are available 
at the Nature Center, campground host 
sites and park headquarters. Those with 
special needs may modify activities. 

2. Pins, sponsored by the Friends of 
Peninsula State Park, are available for 
$6. Those who complete five or more 
activities can purchase a pin for just $4!

3. Record activities in this log. Bring it to 
park headquarters or the Nature Center. 
Park staff will stamp the log so you can    
purchase the pin at a discount. 

4. The Like to Hike program encourages 
silent sports (hiking, snowshoeing, 
biking, skiing, wildlife viewing, paddling, 
golfing) which promote health and park 
appreciation.

Visit dnr.wi.gov, search “Peninsula”

Visit peninsulagolf.org

Find us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/WIDNR

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides 
equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services, 
and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have 
any questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Office, 
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. This 
publication is available in alternative format (large print, 
Braille, audiotape, etc.) upon request. Please call 608-266-
2181 for more information.
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PENINSULA  GOLF COURSE 
THROUGH THE YEARS
1914: Peninsula State Park’s first 
Superintendent, A.E. Doolittle was given 
authorization to construct two 9-hole golf 
courses: one located at the Fish Creek 
entrance, which was abandoned, and the 
other at the present day location.

1917: Park golf course opens as a 6-hole 
course.

1923: Park golf course expands to 9 holes.

1925: The first Annual Resorters 
Tournament held. It is considered to be one 
of the oldest golf tournaments in the country.

1931: Another expansion brings the course 
to 18 holes, including  hole 5 located 
across Highway 42 that would eventually be 
redesigned and moved in the 1960s.

1941: The fee to play the 18-hole course 
was $1. Today fees are based on dynamic 
pricing, which change based on availability 
and demand of tee times.

1954: After several years of operating out of 
a granary, the first clubhouse is built. 

1982: The Peninsula Golf Associates (PGA) 
was formed as a non-profit organization and 
signed its first lease agreement with the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to 
manage and operate the golf course.

2014: A 6-hole, par 3 course opened across 
Highway 42 where hole 5 once was located.

2023: Centennial celebration of the 9-hole 
course.

DID YOU KNOW?
 { According to the book Rules of Golf, golf 

consists in playing a ball from the tee 
into the hole by a stroke or successive 
strokes.

 { It is unknown as to who invented the 
game of golf, but it likely originated in 
Scotland during the Middle Ages.

 { Golf was banned in 1457 by King 
James II of Scotland because it was 
taking time away from the military 
practicing archery.

 { Professional tournament play began 
in England in 1873 and by 1900 
tournaments were held worldwide.

 { The first recorded game of golf in the 
United States was in 1779, on a New 
York City farm.

 { Golf balls were originally wooden.

 { Modern golf balls have 300 to 500 
dimples. The dimples assist with 
aerodynamics of the ball, which aid in 
the distance and the speed the ball can 
travel.

 { There are four different types of clubs 
used in the game of golf: woods, irons, 
putters and wedges. Clubs are used to 
hit the golf ball varying distances.

 { The Guinness World Record lowest 
round is 55 on a par 71 course, by 
Rhein Gibson in 2012.
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HOLE 1. NICOLET BAY TRAIL

Date: __________ 2.2 miles one way. Moderate trail in 
a forest of basswood, white ash and hemlock trees. This 
trail passes within a quarter-mile of Nicolet Beach with 
convenient access gained from the amphitheater parking lot 
or Welcker’s Campground.

HOLE 2. LONE PINE TRAIL

Date: __________ 0.5 one way. Moderate trail that 
connects to several loops. Ascend a dolostone bluff then 
hike a forest dominated by beech, maple and oak trees. Can 
you spot the white pine, the trail’s namesake, now lying on 
the forest floor? Access at the southeast corner of South 
Nicolet Bay campground. 

HOLE 3. SENTINEL TRAIL

Date: __________ 2 mile loop. Easy trail through a forest 
of maple, beech and red pine. Trail signs interpret forest 
ecology. Access by Eagle Tower. 0.6 miles of the trail is 
packed gravel to facilitate mobility.

HOLE 4. HEMLOCK TRAIL

Date: __________ 1.8 miles one way. Moderate trail that 
skirts up a low bluff. Catch a glimpse of the Strawberry 
Islands through birch and pine trees. Access near Weborg 
campground or Tennison Bay campground.

HOLE 5. FORE!

Date: __________ Grab your clubs (or rent a set from the 
clubhouse) and venture over to the Peninsula Golf Course. 
Practice your swing at the driving range or play a round at 
the 6-hole short course or 18-hole course. Grab some food 
and drink from the clubhouse and enjoy the view of Eagle 
Harbor. This activity will count as two activities if a golf cart 
is not used.

HOLE 6. WHITE CEDAR NATURE TRAIL SCAVENGER HUNT

Date: __________ 0.5 mile loop. Easy self-guided nature 
trail teaches about deer ecology. Access at White Cedar 
Nature Center. Dogs are not allowed on the Nature Trail.

 � 3 different types of birds
 � 3 different types of trees
 � Acorns
 � Animal tracksw
 � Deer
 � Decomposing log
 � Flying insect
 � Leaf litter
 � Moss
 � Niagara Escarpment
 � Pinecones
 � Scat
 � Slug
 � Snake
 � Squirrel
 � Wildflower
 � Woodpeckers snacking place

HOLE 7. PEDAL POWER 

Date: __________ Pedal all or part of the Sunset Bike 
Route (10 miles) or the Mountain Bike Trail (mileage varies, 
trail pass required for ages 16+). Bikers are required to 
follow all traffic laws. Ride single file on the right. Safety gear 
is recommended.

HOLE 8. EXPLORE EAGLE BLUFF LIGHTHOUSE

Date: __________ 30 minutes. Eagle Bluff Lighthouse was 
constructed in 1868 to guide vessels through the narrow 
Strawberry Channel. The Door County Historical Society 
conducts tours from mid-May through mid-October for a 
small fee.

HOLE 9. MINNEHAHA TRAIL

Date: __________ 0.7 one way. Easy trail along the 
lakeshore links South Nicolet Bay Campground and  
Eagle Trail.

Share your Wisconsin State Parks adventures 
on social media with #OutWiGo.

Visit peninsulafriends.org


