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The properties to be planned within the Central Sand Plains (CSP) are major contributors to the ecological and 
recreational significance of the landscape. This section summarizes how the department properties to be planned 
in the Central Sand Plains fit within a larger context and what opportunities they offer to manage and provide for 
the significant ecological and recreational resources of the Landscape. 
 
The CSP properties present opportunities to protect, manage, and restore all the major ecological features of the 
CSP: extensive pine-oak/mixed forests, pine and oak barrens; rivers and streams, floodplains, riverine lakes, and 
riparian corridors; forested and non-forested peatlands; surrogate grasslands; and geological features.   
 
Many of the properties offer opportunity to manage pine-oak or mixed forests, with large and/or high-quality 
tracts found at Big Roche-a-Cri Fishery Area, Colburn Wildlife Area, several State Natural Areas (SNA), Tenmile 
Creek Streambank Protection Area, and Mill Bluff, Roche-a-Cri, and Rocky Arbor State Parks. Several other 
properties, including Bauer-Brockway Barrens SNA, Big Roche-a-Cri Fishery Area, Colburn Wildlife Area, and 
Tenmile Creek Streambank Protection Area offer important opportunities for restoration of globally imperiled 
pine and oak barrens. 
 
Quincy Bluff and Wetlands SNA presents landscape-scale protection and management opportunity for several 
important communities and features including barrens, sedge meadows, forest, and unique sandstone 
formations.  Several properties, including Dewey Marsh Wildlife Area, Paul Olson Wildlife Area, and Sohlberg Silver 
Lake SNA, protect forested and open peatland habitats, some extensive and/or high-quality.  
 
Buena Vista, Leola Marsh, and Paul Olson Wildlife Areas and the Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area 
collectively contain thousands of acres of surrogate grassland habitat that supports the core remaining population 
of state threatened greater prairie-chicken as well as many other rare and declining grassland species.  
 
Examples of the CSP’s unique and dramatic sandstone rock formations and associated habitats are protected at 
Dells of the Wisconsin River SNA, Hulbert Creek Fishery Area, the three state parks, and Quincy Bluff and Wetlands 
SNA.  Cranberry Creek Mound Group SNA contains one of the largest and best-preserved effigy mound complexes 
in the upper Midwest. 
 
Similarly, the properties contain regionally significant recreational resources. All the larger properties contain 
extensive tracts for hunting and trapping, and the Fishery Areas provide a coldwater fishery for both brown and 
brook trout as well as paddling opportunities.  These traditional pursuits are the primary recreational activities on 
the Fishery Areas, Wildlife Areas, and SNAs.  Other activities available on these properties include hiking, bird and 
wildlife watching, cross-country skiing/snowshoeing, and gathering wild edibles.  Buena Vista Wildlife Area is open 
to dog training and trialing.  The three state parks provide a variety of activities including designated hiking trails, 
camping, picnicking, and swimming.  Roche-a-Cri State Park features the only interpreted rock art site in the state, 
where visitors may view petroglyphs, pictographs, and rock carvings, and also offers geocaching and volleyball 
and horseshoe courts. 
 
Some properties in the CSP EL plan may have potential to meet recreational shortages and high-ranked recreation 
needs, including non-motorized trail activities and additional public access to lakes and rivers for fishing and 
paddling.   
 
 
 
 


