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Balance
Card Stunt
moderate to diffi cult

Object
One Special PlacesSpecial Places card magically lifts fi ve 
native plant and animal cards into the air. 
When you take away the Special PlacesSpecial Places card, 
the plants and animals fall to the ground. 

Wildcards
5 native plant and animal cards
1 Special PlacesSpecial Places or Wisconsin State Forests Wisconsin State Forests 
card

Do the Trick
Show fi ve native plant and animal cards and explain that 
state properties are special places in Wisconsin that have 
been set aside to protect habitat for plants and animals. 
Explain that you will show how vital Special PlacesSpecial Places are with a simple card stunt. Claim that you can 
hold all fi ve plant and animal cards in the air without even touching them. All you will touch is the 
one Special PlacesSpecial Places card, and that card will be on the top! Offer to allow others to try to accomplish 
this feat. 

When everyone fails (you hope!), you are all set to show off the trick:
• Lay one plant or animal card on the table.
• Bend the Special PlacesSpecial Places card slightly and lay it across the fi rst card. 
• Place two plant or animal cards next to the fi rst card and over both short ends of the Special Special 

PlacesPlaces card. 
• Put the last two cards carefully in place by weaving them under the short ends of fi rst card 

and over the corners of the other two plant or animal cards. 
• Grab the Special PlacesSpecial Places card with your thumb and index fi nger (at the arrows in the diagram) 

and lift it off the table. 
• To show what happens when Special Places Special Places are lost, gently push down on one edge of the fi rst 

card you placed. There goes the habitat!

special 
places 
card

Note: Cards come in several thicknesses. 
Thin cards will not work for this trick! 
Cards printed on cardstock do work.






