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! Poison Ivy

variation of Old Maid card game
Easy & Fast
3 - 5 players 

Object
Get rid of all your cards by making pairs. When the game is over, you don’t want to be the one 
holding poison ivy!

wildCards
4 each of 12 different cards 
Poison Ivy card

Deal
Shuffl e, cut, and deal out all the cards, one at a time, facedown. It doesn’t matter if the cards 
don’t come out even. 

Play
Everyone:Everyone: Check to see if you have any pairs. If you do, take them out of your hand and put 
them face down in front of you. If you have three of the same card, you can only put down two. 
The other card stays in your hand for now.

DealerDealer: You go fi rst by fanning your cards and offering them facedown to the player on your left. 

Next PlayerNext Player: Pick a card from the dealer’s fanned-out cards. No peeking! If you get a card that 
matches one in your hand, show the pair and put it down with your other pairs. If the card 
doesn’t make a pair, you keep it in your hand. Then you fan out your cards and offer them to 
the player on your left. 

EveryoneEveryone:  Around and around the table it goes! When all the cards are paired, one person will 
be left holding the Poison Ivy! The person with poison ivy card picks up the cards, shuffl es, and 
deals the next game.










