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Losesss! 
strategy Game
moderate to diffi cult
2 players 

Object
Make the other person pick up the last card. 

wildCards
15 snakes and turtles or other WildcardsWildcards showing 
rare, threatened, or endangered species

Deal
Lay the cards faceup in a pyramid as shown. 

Play
Youngest PlayerYoungest Player: You go fi rst. You can 
take cards out of only one horizontal 
row. You can take as many cards from 
that row as you want.

Other PlayerOther Player: Now it is your turn to 
remove any number of cards from any one row! 

Continue taking turns removing cards until there is only one card left. The person who has to 
pick up the last card gets one point. If the last card is a threatened or endangered species, the 
person gets two points. The winner is the person with the fewest number of points when you 
are done playing. 

Strategy
There are numerous strategies for winning this game. In fact, if you fi gure out the strategies, 
you are diffi cult to beat. Here’s a clue to one of them: 1-2-3!

After you fi gure out this strategy game, think about solving the real problem. Wisconsin is home 
to 19 amphibians (frogs and salamanders) and 35 reptiles (snakes, turtles and lizards). Of these, 
seven are listed as endangered, three are threatened, and 19 are of special concern. That’s a 
strategic problem we all need to solve. 
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