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PROPERTY PLANNING COMMON ELEMENTS 
 

COMPONENTS OF MASTER PLANS 
 
HABITATS AND THEIR MANAGEMENT 
 
Grazing 
 
Description 
 
The use of grazing animals can be an effective means of controlling or eliminating woody and/or undesirable 
vegetation and modifying plant composition and structure in grasslands and savannas or around wetlands to meet 
resource management objectives.  Grazing on DNR lands is accomplished through grazing agreements with private 
producers.  It is used to help achieve the following objectives: set back woody encroachment of open habitats or 
eliminate undesirable vegetation in advance of a restoration; maintain surrogate grasslands or restored prairies, 
particularly in sites where other techniques may be difficult to apply (e.g., prescribed fire in sites adjacent to 
housing developments or highways); and reduce litter build-up and vegetation height and density to create or 
maintain suitable habitat for species with specific habitat requirements (e.g., grassland birds that prefer shorter 
vegetation heights).  The timing, intensity, and method of grazing and the livestock species used all are important 
factors in achieving management objectives and avoiding or minimizing potential negative impacts. 
 
The two general types of grazing used on DNR lands are continuous or whole-field grazing and rotational grazing.  
In continuous grazing, an entire unit or field is made available to be grazed and livestock are maintained there for 
the entire contracted length of time (typically during the growing season).  The stocking rate is dictated by the 
amount and type of vegetation, soil type, and desired management objective.  This method may be more 
appropriate where grazing is not being used to enhance the vegetative component.  In rotational grazing, a 
stocking rate is set using similar criteria but livestock are confined to a portion of the unit, referred to as a paddock, 
and rotated to a new paddock at defined intervals.  This type of grazing may be more effective at setting back 
brush while still leaving residual grass cover for wildlife. 
 
Livestock are typically allowed in DNR pastures after May 1st of each year and usually removed by October 1 to 
avoid conflicts with hunting.  These dates may be adjusted depending on the growing season and management 
goals.  Frequently, livestock are not placed in the pasture until mid-May or even the first week of June. 
 
Cattle are the most common livestock species used.  They primarily graze on herbaceous material.  Goats primarily 
consume woody material and can be very effective at setting back brush and small trees when rotated through 
areas.  It is usually necessary to return to an area on a regular basis to effectively control woody encroachment. 
 
Considerations 
 
• Cool-season grasses are more tolerant of grazing and can be grazed down to ~5 inches before jeopardizing 

the growing point.  Native warm-season grasses can be grazed later in the season than cool-season grasses 
and are more tolerant of drought conditions, but cannot be grazed as low to the ground.  However, they need 
to be grazed at a heavy enough stocking rate to prevent them becoming stemmy and unpalatable, thus 
lowering forage quality.  Native prairie remnants generally are not good candidates for grazing. 

• Grazing in landscapes that are more suitable/attractive for grassland birds (extensive open areas with pastures 
or grasslands) should strongly consider their habitat needs, as these species likely will be attracted to the 
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grazed area.  Consider leaving a central paddock located away from woods and buildings as a refuge that will 
not be grazed until after the nesting season.  Evaluate the grazing unit for areas that may be particularly 
attractive to grassland birds and put them later in the rotation if possible. 

• Areas prone to soil erosion (e.g., steep slopes, wet areas) should have limited or no grazing. 

• Cattle require a reliable and plentiful source of water; goats have minimal water requirements compared to 
cattle. 

• Producers may be concerned with weight gain minimums for cattle; supplemental feeding generally should 
be discouraged, as this may compromise the habitat management purpose of grazing. 

• Rotational grazing is much more time- and labor-intensive and is therefore likely to be more attractive to a 
producer who lives nearby. 

• Other producer needs to consider include: 

o Loading facilities for loading/unloading animals 

o Predator guardians (llamas or dogs placed with livestock if the producer feels there is a predation risk 
present) 

o Timing: producers need time to plan grazing for the year; setting up a grazing agreement will go more 
smoothly if there is adequate time to work out issues in advance. 

o Fencing: type of fencing; fence installation/moving and maintenance requirements and responsibilities 

o Electricity 

o Water source 

• Grazing may make a property less available to users (e.g., hunters, hikers, etc.).  Signage should be erected to 
notify the public that grazing is occurring.  Properties that are heavily used for certain activities (e.g., a certain 
hunting season) should take these uses into account when planning grazing. 

 


