
Is it true that peak fire season in Wisconsin
is during the hot summer months?

Wisconsin's wildfire weather is most severe during
spring, after the last snowmelt and before the vegeta-
tion "greens up." The combination of warm weather,

strong winds, low humidity, and large amounts of dead and
dry vegetation creates prime conditions for wildfires. The
chance for wildfire increases again during late summer and
fall when the vegetation begins to dry out. Extra caution is
needed these times of the year. People are urged to put off
the burning of leaves and brush until the ground is snow-
covered. Better yet, compost the material instead!

Are most wildfires started by lightning?

No, humans are the number one source of wildfires in
Wisconsin.  About a third of the fires occur because of
debris burning, which includes things like burning

brush and leaf piles and burn barrels.  Equipment-related
fires (e.g. hot exhaust systems or sparks from vehicles or
tools) are the second most common source.  Power lines, im-
proper disposal of ash, arson, railroads, campfires, fireworks,
and smoking are also contributors.

What is a wildfire “fuel?”

There are many types of fuels that can be consumed
by wildfire. Fire moves quickly through light fuels like
grass, fallen pine needles and leaves, and garden

mulch. Fire lingers and burns more intensely in heavier fuels
like wood decks and fences, firewood stacks, and lawn furni-
ture. Very heavy fuels like trees and buildings can burn for
long periods of time and spread fire by producing radiant
heat and flying embers. Breaking up the continuity of fuels
around a home can make it less likely to catch fire.

What can I do to prepare my property for
wildfire?

We know from
experience that 

Homes can survive a wildfire often with the simplest meas-
ures taken by the homeowner. Doing even one thing, like
removing leaves and pine needles from rain gutters or rak-

ing the dry leaves away from your home’s siding and from under-
neath decks, can increase the survivability of your home. For more
information about preparing your home for wildfire, go to: 

dnr.wi.gov and search for ‘Firewise.’

The fire department will be able to save my
home from a wildfire, right?

It depends. When a major wildfire is burning or 
when several smaller fires are occurring at the same
time, it is unlikely there will be enough firefighting 

resources available to defend every home. In these instances,
firefighters will likely select homes they can safely and effec-
tively protect.  Could a fire truck maneuver through your
neighborhood? How about down your driveway? If a fire-
fighter were able to get the truck to your home, could they
turn around when it was time to leave?  Remember - a fire-
fighter cannot help save your home if they cannot get to it. 

Even with adequate resources, some wildfires may be so 
intense that there is little firefighters can do to prevent a
house from burning. But homeowners can help protect their
homes by applying Firewise principles before the wildfire 
occurs. Consequently, the most important person in protect-
ing a house from wildfire is not a firefighter, but the property
owner.
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Fire burns
quickly
through dry
vegetation
which is
abundant in
the spring.

Each year
hundreds of
wildfires
are caused
by debris
burning.

Firewood
stacks
should be
kept at
least 30
feet away
from build-
ings.

Could this
fire truck
make it
down your
driveway?

A Firewise
home has
lean, clean,
and green
landscap-
ing.
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